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ments during those years (1908-14) was his
daring and originality. Plenty of clever English
minds had "been working on these problems ever
since 1886. But how little had been done!
How long we had had to wait for Pensions and
Insurance ! How strangely academic and remote
were all those University and West End specu-
lations on these problems! How quarrelsome
were the philanthropists! How divided were
the English Labour leaders! Then from outside
came this zealous Welsh Crusader, and while all
these people were still talking he proceeded to
act. When the world had recovered from its
surprise most of the persons concerned turned
round and attacked Mr. Lloyd George. However
right he might be in his aim, there was always
sure to be something wrong with his methods.
This attitude frankly puzzled him. " Why!.
they talk as if I was trespassing/* he used to
say. " Is charity, then, a form of property ?
Is kindness a monopoly ? " The attitude of the
doctors especially surprised him. " I have made
a discovery/' he said one day with a twinkle in
his eye. " I have discovered that disease is a
vested interest! "
Throughout all these struggles over social
reform Mr. Lloyd George tempered his enthu-
siasm with a very even sense of political tactics.
lie knew well that, to carry England with him, he
must always have a great political party at his
back. There were times when this was not easy.
Neither of the great political party machines in
this country is exactly impassioned for new ideas.
It is rather typical of the faithful party man to